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A Space for Sharing and Listening
This month, we are invited to "listen with the ear of the heart" while we share

critical updates, aspirations, and plans for the future
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A Note from the
Executive Director

 

Dear Companions on the Journey, 
 

Pope Francis has chosen the single word, “Listen!” as the theme for the 56th World
Communications Day, which will be celebrated on May 29th, 2022. 

Jesus himself asks us to pay attention to how we
listen (cf. Lk 8:18).  

To be able to truly listen requires courage, and a
free and open heart, without prejudice.

Last year (2021) the United Nations celebrated
seventy-five years from the signing of the UN
Charter. UN Secretary-General, António
Guterres, saw this anniversary as an opportunity
for the UN to listen to the people it serves.

Our IPA Directions state that “We practice non – violence of mind and heart as we listen into the
chaos and feel the pain of our time”. 

Venerable Nano Nagle focused on listening to the needs of the people at the time and listening to
what God was calling her to do.  

The Covid-19 pandemic has affected and wounded everyone.  This is our opportunity to truly
listen into the chaos and pain of our sisters and brothers recognising the need for everyone to be
heard, comforted, and healed.

At this time, when the whole Church is invited to listen in order to learn how to be a ‘Synodal
Church’*, we are all invited to rediscover listening to as essential part of this whole process of true
communication which is at the heart of what we do. 

Ann Marie
______________
Ann Marie Quinn 
Executive Director – IPA

* A synodal church is a participatory and co-responsible Church. (Ref: Vatican Press - For a Synodal Church: Communion,

Participation, and Mission. Vademecum for the Synod on Sy nodality, 07.09.2021).   

A Word from the
Programme Action Leader

 

To the Presentation People:

The month of May is a busy and fulfilling time for the International Presentation Association and
its members. Above, Sr. Ann Marie introduces this year's World Communications Day, taking
place on May 29th under the theme of "Listen!". And below, Despoina Afroditi also invites us to
mark our calendars for May 25th, for the publication launch of the IPA research initiative entitled
"Making Uncomfortable Conversations Comfortable. Gender Stereotypes and Domestic Violence
in India, United States and Zimbabwe."

Between and beyond these important dates, IPA will engage in a diverse array of activities, from
convening the IPA Focus Groups to engaging with UN Days that range from remembrance  of
World War II to the celebration of UN Peacekeepers. Personally, I have always been drawn to
another UN Day which takes place this month: World Bee Day! 

As an avid gardener and aspiring green thumb, I have witnessed first-hand the relationship
between the well-being of local pollinators and the flourishing of local flora. In a practical way,
bees support ecological wellness, sustain complex relationships, and  remind us of our intimate
interconnectedness. In a symbolic way, bees represent the profound impact that a hard-working
community, acting in unison, can have on a broader environment.

In many ways, the IPA Justice Contacts demonstrate the best of our own hard-working
community: Justice Contacts collectively articulate the needs and desires of the larger
Presentation community; they streamline on-the-ground action to address the most pressing
needs; and they carry on the vision of the foundress, Venerable Nano Nagle. 

All "busy bees" of the IPA are welcome and encouraged to share their stories with me at
ipaprogactionleader@gmail.com. These resources will support the Updates, websites, social
media, and more!

May our actions continue to foster peace,

Christopher D. Zefting
Programme Action Leader
 

Please follow us on Facebook @InternationalPresenationAssociation and on Twitter @IPA_UN.

An Update from the
UN Representative

 

New York, May 2022
 

Dear friends,        

On December 10, 2018, the majority of UN Member
States adopted the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and
Regular Migration  (GCM). The GCM presents a non-
legally binding cooperative framework on migration that
builds on the commitments agreed upon in the New
York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants (September
19, 2016). It fosters international cooperation among all
relevant actors on migration, acknowledging that no
State can address migration alone, and upholds the
sovereignty of States and their obligations under
international law. The Global Compact is the first inter-
governmentally negotiated agreement, prepared under
the auspices of the United Nations, covering all
dimensions of international migration in a holistic and comprehensive manner.

In 2018 Member States additionally agreed to review the progress made at the local, national,
regional and global levels in implementing the GCM in the framework of the United Nations
through a State-led approach and with the participation of all relevant stakeholders. They decided
that the International Migration Review Forum will serve as the primary intergovernmental global
platform to discuss and share progress on the implementation of all aspects of the Global
Compact, including as it relates to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and with the
participation of all relevant stakeholders.

The first International Migration Review Forum (#migration2022) will take place at the
United Nations Headquarters in New York on 17-20 May 2022. The quadrennial Forum will be
hosted by the President of the UN General Assembly (PGA).  It will be held at the highest possible
political level, including Heads of State or Government. It consists of four interactive multi-
stakeholder round tables, a policy dialogue, and a plenary. It will result in an intergovernmentally
agreed Progress Declaration. An informal interactive multi-stakeholder hearing, hosted by the
PGA, will take place on the day immediately preceding the Forum (16 May).
 

******
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE IPA PUBLICATION LAUNCH!!
 
On May 25, 2022 @ 8:30am EDT the International Presentation Association will officially
launch the publication “Making Uncomfortable Conversations Comfortable. Gender
Stereotypes and Domestic Violence in India, United States and Zimbabwe”. The
monumental impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on entrenching gender roles and patterns of
gender-based violence was the pressing reason for the current publication. Our particular interest
lies in providing a voice to women experiencing gender stereotypes and domestic violence -
presenting not only their experiences, but also their needs going forward, as reflective of their
culture and society. Lived experiences and voices from both survivors and experts of domestic

violence in India, the United States and Zimbabwe
constitute a main component of this project. The
research has endeavored to realize the different ways
that gender stereotypes affect how patterns of domestic
violence manifest within these three countries.
Specifically, we have identified the main factors that
can shape or reinforce gender stereotypes and affect
patterns of domestic violence, as those emerged from
the testimonies of the gender-based violence survivors
and advocates in the three countries.
 
The IPA hosts this webinar aiming to make the
uncomfortable conversation comfortable in the context
of working for justice in the face of injustice. During the
online event, both GBV survivors and support service
providers will share their experiences, privileging their
expertise and providing the audience with the
opportunity to learn from their insights. The concept
note with a tentative list of speakers can be found here.

The zoom registration link is  https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkfu-
tqz4sH9Yc1ubhdi-TX7clbzmqGoWF. Feel free to share this information with your networks. All
are invited! A reminder email will be sent to everyone in due time, closer to the date of the event.
 
Stay safe everyone!!
 
Respectfully,
 
Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki
IPA NGO Representative at the UN

Voices from the Grassroots
 

            
(Sr. Aquila with the Sisters, and the faculty and staff)

Woman of Excellence

This month, we extend our appreciation to Sr. Jancy Selvaraj PBVM, Justice Contact for Thailand,
for passing along the following reflection written by Sr. Analee H. Garciano, PBVM, who is the
Justice Contact for the Philippines:

"March 21, 2022, the letter that was addressed to my office with this introduction; “The 2022
National Women’s  Month celebration endeavors to highlight the gains achieved for women and
girls, assess actions towards gender equality, and look forward to steps that must be taken to
ensure progress in empowering women.  With the country still reeling from 19 Pandemic, studies
and data show that the health crisis stalled movements towards gender equality, worsening
inequalities, further exposing gender gaps and exacerbating vulnerabilities in social, political and
economic aspects.”

To cap the six-year recurring theme, the Local Council of Women of the Municipality of
Binalbagan focused on the sub-theme “Agenda ng Kababaihan, Tungo sa Kaunlaran” (Women’s
Agenda toward Progress). The Local Council aimed to award an outstanding woman from
different sectors of society, that had rendered the longest public service, an empowered woman
who has made her choice, took chances to make her voice heard, and has overcome trials and
difficulties in life. A woman who shows the entire community the power to take the narrative,
raise priority issues that matter to women, and call for concrete actions. 

Thus, we in the Administrative Team of the school agreed to nominate and named Sr. Aquila   Sr.
Aquila is one of the women and a figure in the municipality and in a nearby municipality like
Himamaylan whose name rang immediately once it is mentioned.    
  
Sr. Aquila is now 83 years old. Her age doesn’t show for she is still physically and mentally fit. She
is still very active in the ministry. 

Sr. Aquila A. Sy was born in Cebu. She takes pride in
saying that from Grade 1 up to the college level, she was
always first if not the second top honors.

She graduated Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of
Commerce major in Accounting from the University of
Visayas, and proceeded to the University of San Carlos,
Cebu City for AB Psychology and worked as assistant
chief of foreign exchange in Philippine National Bank in
Cebu for 13 years to help support her family of nine
siblings before she joined the Congregation of the
Presentation Sisters of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 1974.
 

She completed her Master in Educational Management
at Xavier University, Cagayan City in 1984.

Also, she finished her Spirituality Leadership at Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois, USA. She
became the Philippine Unit Regional Superior from 2002 until 2007.

Among the works and achievements of Sr. Aquila include the following;

•    As the first Filipina directress of Binalbagan Catholic College in 1978, she made sure the
students understood the social teachings of the Catholic Church and their responsibility to make
the teachings real in their own situations. She was also personally involved with landless families
and unjustly treated sugar plantation workers.

• She worked in the national office of the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines as the national
program coordinator. The focus was on empowering women from the fisherfolks, landless
families, sugar workers, and indigenous people. The purpose was to help them know and claim
their rights and to stand up for themselves.

•  She worked with the indigenous people in Don Salvador Benedicto for 2 decades providing
formal education for children to be ready for mainstream education in the public school.  And also
empowering tribal women.

• Currently, she is in charge of the education for kindergarten in Nano Nagle Child Care Learning
Centers in Himamaylan and Binalbagan, particularly with children with special needs. And also a
current member of the Administrative Team of Binalbagan Catholic College.  The Administrative
Team is in charge of the running of the affairs of the whole institution.

[Sr. Aquila with the President of Local Council for Women (left) and some of the Municipal Councilors]

Her motto:   I am simply a citizen of my country, concerned of issues and matters of the most
neglected/rejected in the society, a Christian, a Catholic and a religion trying to follow Christ heart
and soul in the footsteps of Venerable Nano Nagle, our foundress and our Lady of the Lantern.

March 23, 2022, on the Culmination Day of National Women’s Month Celebration, Sr. Aquila is
one of the 15 awardees who was awarded with the Certificate of Recognition as “Woman of
Excellence”

 
Submitted by Sr. Analee H. Garciano, PBVM

We want to hear from you! Submit your updates through the link HERE! 
       

More Upcoming Dates
 

-  Time of Remembrance and Reconciliation for Those Who Lost Their Lives During the Second
World War (May 8, 2022)

- International Day of Families (May 15, 2022)

- International Day of Living Together in Peace (May 16, 2022)

- International Migration Review Forum (May 17-20, 2022)

- World Bee Day (May 20, 2022)

- World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development (May 21, 2022)

- International Day for Biological Diversity (May 22, 2022)

- IPA Publication Launch, “Making Uncomfortable Conversations Comfortable. Gender
Stereotypes and Domestic Violence in India, United States and Zimbabwe” (May 25, 2022)

- Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories (May 25-31, 2022)

- International Day of UN Peacekeepers (May 29, 2022)

- 56th World Communications Day (May 29, 2022)
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